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In 197 4 Congress authorized the Section 8 Rental Housing Assistance Program which 
offered a new way of providing subsidized housing. Instead of constructing buildings that 
have to be managed and maintained, Congress decided to allow families the flexibility of 
choosing a unit as long as the unit met HUD requirements. These requirements will be 
explained further in this handbook. 

The concept of Housing Choice Voucher Program is that the Housing Authority subsidizes 
the rental cost by applying a fixed formula, and the family pays the difference between that 
subsidy and the amount of rent to owner. There are limitations on how much the family can 
pay. These limitations will be explained further in this handbook. 

The family will sign a lease agreement, which governs tenancy with the landlord, just as 
they would in the private rental market. The landlord will be required to sign a Housing 
Assistance Payment Contract with the Housing Authority, which spells out the requirements 
the owner has to follow. 

Terms of the Housing Choice Voucher 

Read your voucher (HUD 52646) thoroughly and carefully. Your voucher is issued for 120 
days. 

Payment Standards 

A payment standard is an amount established by the Housing Authority based on HUD's 
published Fair Market Rents for each market area and for unit size. The unit size means 
number of bedrooms in the unit. 

The payment standard does not necessarily equal Rent to Owner. 

The payment standard is the lower of: 
✓ The payment standard for the voucher size listed on the Housing Choice

Voucher; or
✓ The payment standard for the size of the unit rented by the family.
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